FRIENDS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE

OFF. THE'SCALE:
BiG DEVELOPMENT ON A(SMALL POND
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This small existing boat livery on Lower Fish Creek Pond would be replaced by an enormous marina. Photo by Dave Gibson.
Inset: Site plan of proposed USL Marina on Lower Fish Creek Pond provided as part of the APA application.

The Issue:

A developer wants to replace 8,600 square feet of dock at former HickoKk’s boat livery on Lower Fish Creek
Pond with 34,000 feet of commercial marina for 93 motorized boat slips. That’s a four-fold increase.

The proposed new docks, buoys and lights would extend 200 or more feet into the small pond’s channel, more than twice the length of what exists today.
The channel width would be reduced by 120 feet. Public safety is at risk.

What’s at stake:

Marina applications have been submitted this summer to the Adirondack Park Agency without studying impacts to boater and swimmer safety, congestion,
residents, wild shorelines, and wildlife. An entire chain of interconnected ponds, lakes and channels within the public’s Saranac Lakes Wild Forest will be
affected. The cumulative impacts on top of existing trailered boat launches at Fish Creek and Upper Saranac Lake are unstudied and unknown.

The Saranac Lakes Wild Forest “cannot withstand ever-increasing and unlimited visitor use without suffering the eventual loss of its essential natural and
wild character” (DEC 2019). DEC set forth an objective of conducting a comprehensive study of lakes and ponds to determine their carrying capacity.

The work has not yet begun. In 2023, a state court has found this failure “inexplicable”

What you can do:
Contact Adirondack Park Agency Executive Director Barbara Rice at 518-891-4050, or write to her at Barbara.rice@apa.ny.gov. Points to make:

= the USL Marina as proposed is completely out of scale with its environment.

= APA should require DEC to undertake the promised study of the capacity of Lower Fish Creek Pond and surrounding waterways to accommodate this
proposed expansion, taking into account the cumulative impacts of other nearby boat launches.

= once the study is done, APA and DEC should hold a public hearing.

WE CAN’T DO THIS WORK WITHOUT YOU!

For a FREE copy of our report, The Adirondack Park at a Crossroad: A Road Map for Action or our guidebook, Pathways to a Connected Adirondack Park: Practical
Steps to Better Land Use Decisions, please visit our website, www.adirondackwild.org, and download them from the main menu under: Media/Publications.

While you're there, we also invite you to make a donation to become a member and to sign up for our
award-winning eNewsletter, Dialogue for the Wild. m
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WE’RE ON THE WILD’S SIDE...
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